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Revelation 2:1-11
Jesus’ letters to 

Ephesus       [compare to Paul’s Ephesians]
Smyrna [Polycarp “no church there pre-70”]

Revelation PROMISES 
Blessing to Reads- Hears - Heeds

Remember 4 Bases of Apocalyptic literature
Don’t over-analyze . . . It’s meant to be
UNDERSTOOD and to give us HOPE
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Amir Tsarfati [last evening]
Labor-pains [Matthew 24:1-14]   “no stone of Temple left on another”

Sign of Your coming at end of age? [2nd Coming, not harpazo]
- Many in My name say: “I am the Anointed One”  misleading many

“Don’t be led astray”
- Wars and rumors of wars [war is coming]   Don’t be afraid, must happen
- Nation [ethnos] against nation     Kingdom [authority] vs. kingdom
- Famines
- Earthquakes
- Many false prophets deceiving many
- Hate those who follow Jesus
- Increased Lawlessness
- “Peace + security” then sudden destruction [end of labor pains] 1st Thess. 5:3
These are simply the “going into labor” prior to 2nd Coming at end of age
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Prophetic Timeline

Fall of 
Mankind 
Promise 
of Messiah

1st Coming  
Messiah
fulfills 
Passover 
Lamb of God

Church Age - Matt. 24 birth-pangs 
[frequency and intensity]

Harpazo [snatch away] 
marriage feast 
Groom and Church   

Pre   Trib

Restrainer Removed
Man of Lawlessness 
and his false prophet 
First 3 ½ yrs “peace” 

Judgment 
Earth’s 
Tribulation
Almost 3 ½ yrs

2nd Coming 
Jesus with myriads 
[fulfill Enoch’s prophecy] 
Satan bound

10 centuries 
Millennium

Abomination
of  Desolation

Satan
loosed

Har-Megiddo

White Throne 
“Books”
“Book of Life”

Earth-Universe 
rolled like a scroll 
elements melt

New heavens 
New earth   
New Jerusalem

River of Life
Tree of Life
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NEW TESTAMENT
34 Books

4 GOSPELS
Matthew Mark Luke John

30 epistoles
Acts Colossians James Smyrnans
Romans 1st Thess. 1st Peter Pergamums
1st Corinth. 2nd Thess. 2nd Peter Thyatirans
2nd Corinth. 1st Timothy 1st John Sardisans
Galatians 2nd Timothy 2nd John Philadelphians
1st Ephesians Titus 3rd John Laodiceans
2nd Ephesians Philemon Jude
Philippians Hebrews Revelation

May 32 AD – 60 AD
as Paul arrives in Rome 
to His rented house Nothing for 1,952 years

from 70 AD to today!
But still-future account 
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Each Church has Seven Parts [see print-sheet]
1. Name 2. Title of Jesus  3. Commend  4. Admonish  5. Exhort 6. Promise  7. ears-hear

Letters addressed to: “The angel [ aggelos ἄγγελος “messenger” ] of the church”

John isolated on Patmos – Did the “messenger” deliver these letters?
John knew the region + these 7 churches + they knew him

Luke 7:24  messengers of the Baptist  v27 [Matt 11:10, Mark 1:2] I send my messenger ahead of You
2nd Corin. 12:7  thorn in flesh was messenger of Satan

Job 38:7  the angels [sons of God] are called “stars” [Jesus had 7 stars in His hand]
Rev. 8:2,6  the “7 angels” given trumpets to implement God’s judgment

Seven Churches
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Transmission and Dispatch
aggelos ἄγγελος “messenger” [Context: clear passages help interpret not so clear]

1. Each church has heavenly-supernatural angel?    [report to Jesus, the Head]
2. Envoy [messenger] to each church?   Visitors to Patmos from churches?
3. Elders-Presbyters-Overseers [epi-skopas] at each church? [“leader” not stated]

[Paul’s epistoles never addressed to leaders – always entire church]

Acts 7:53 Law communicated to Moses by angel Matt. 18:10 little ones have their angels
Gal. 3:19  Angel as mediator of Law to men Acts 12:18   it’s not Peter, it’s his angel
Heb. 2:2 Unalterable Word spoken by angels
Rev. 1:1   Jesus communicated to John by His angel           Jesus-to-angel-to-John  writes it down

Could all 7 letters been dispatched [φεδεξ ] to all 7 churches?   Or just one to each?
We KNOW they were written for YOU and ME and everyone, right?

To specific 1st Century churches AND common to all churches in all times

CHURCH HISTORY Daniel 9:26 ‘til Rev. 12:5  E-S-P-T-S-P-L        [L = today?]
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To the angel of the church in Ephesus [desired-darling] write [3 things]
The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand
the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:

[just as Jesus identified Himself in Rev. 1]

1- I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance and that you cannot
tolerate evil men.
You put to the test those who call themselves apostles and they are not 
and you found them to be false. 

You have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake
and have not grown weary [Remember Romans 5:3-4] 

Trials-Perseverance-Proven Character-Hope

Remember Rev. 1:9-11 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the:  
a] tribulation b] kingdom and c] perseverance in Jesus  
was on Patmos because of the word of God and my testimony of Jesus

Rev. 2:1-7      Ephesus “Queen of Asia”
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One of 7 Wonders of Ancient World
350BC - Destroyed by Goths in 262 AD
4x size of Parthenon in Athens
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Paul: Ephesians [60-62 AD Rome house arrest] Keep Body of Christ Pure!
Jesus:  I know your deeds - your toil - perseverance - that you cannot tolerate evil men   

You put to the test those who call themselves apostles and they are not 
and you found them FALSE 

TODAY International Coalition of Apostolic Leaders [launched 1999 C. Peter Wagner]
Annual conf. “Presiding Apostle” – Christian Life School of Theology Global
ElijahList.com [60-65% rate]   Deut. 18:20 speak presumptuous, not from God, he shall die

Daily prophetic word in your email
“We post a word - you decide which are trustworthy - which have best credibility”

International House of Prayer - KC    SB House of Prayer      Healing Rooms

RESOURCES:  DeceptionInTheChurch.com “If the word is from the Lord, why such variance”
New Apostolic Reformation [Doug Geivett + Holly Pivec]
TheBereanCall.org [Dave Hunt + T.A. McMahon]

Rev. 2:1-7 Ephesus
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Paul’s farewell to Ephesian church in Acts 20:18-31
I was with you a long time, now heading to Jerusalem – not sure what awaits
v28- Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you 
not sparing the flock - and from among your own selves men will arise speaking
perverse things to draw away the disciples after them. Be on the alert, remembering
διαστρέφω diastrepho = distorted, to turn to another direction/side
that night and day for three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears

2nd Corinth. 11:14   Satan can present himself as an angel of light
1st Thess. 5:21  examine everything carefully, hold to what is good
2nd John 10  anyone not doing this teaching, do not receive him, do not greet him
1st John 4:1-3  do not believe every spirit, test all spirits, many false prophets in world

Rev. 2:1-7 Ephesus
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To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:

2- But I have this against you, that you have left your first love
πρῶτος ἀγάπη protos agape

Therefore remember from where you have fallen [go back to that beginning again]
Agape is “fruit of the Spirit” [Galatians 5]
Agape is marriage of Groom to His Church [2nd Cor. 11:2]
Agape because He first Agape us [1st John 4:19]
Restore to me the joy of my salvation [Psalm 51:12]
and repent and DO the deeds you did at first 

Aorist tense = Do it NOW
or else I AM coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place 
unless you repent                                     THINK - where is Ephesus church light today?

Desolate-Abandoned     Harbor now marsh!!

Rev. 2:1-7 Ephesus
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To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:

3- Yet this you have - hate the deeds of Nicolaitans - which I also hate
Νικολαΐτης [niko = rule over     laios = laity/people]

1st Century sect “claims Apostle” alongside the true 12 Apostles
Acts 6:5  Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, Nicolas [proselyte from Antioch]

Irenaeus, Tertullian, Hippolytus state Nicolas originator of “ruling over laity”
Perhaps as “new convert” to Judaism maybe laid hands on too soon? [1st Tim. 5:22]

Compare to John 13:14-15 servant, wash others’ feet, Jesus the example “do as I do”
Compare to 1st Peter 5:2-3 shepherd flock not for gain, not lording over flock, prove examples
TODAY  Be careful about hierarchy in church, “more spiritual”, Lording position over others

Many churches/denominations “Reverend”, “Deacon”, “Father”, “Monsignor” [my Lord]
Jesus did NOT HATE the people, but their deeds!

Rev. 2:1-7 Ephesus
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He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
To him who overcomes I will grant to eat of the tree of life

which is in the Paradise of God
- “Tree of Life” [Genesis 2:9]
- Fruit of righteousness is “Tree of Life” [Proverbs 11:30]
- New Jerusalem, middle of street, either side of River from throne of God

“Tree of Life” bearing 12-monthly fruits
Partake and live forever
Leaves are for healing of the nations [Rev. 22:2]

- Blessed are those with washed robes – They get access to “Tree of Life”
and can enter the pearl-gates into the city [Rev. 22:14]

- Anyone takes away from this book of prophecy, God will take away his/her
access to the “Tree of Life” and entrance to city [Rev. 22:19]

CHURCH HISTORY [Daniel 9:26 - Rev. 12:5]  Ephesus is Apostolic Church 32-100 AD
Galatians 3:3 “don’t perfect in the flesh what was begun in the Spirit”

Rev. 2:1-7 Ephesus
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TODAY it is Izmir “jewel of Anatolia”   178 AD massive earthquakes leveled it
178-179 Marcus Aurelius began the rebuild
378 another major quakes demolished it

Alexandria, Beirut, Smyrna ALL “levante” where sun rises in East
Temple to Zeus

Golden Street: Apollo, Aphrodite
Agora: Poseidon 

Goddess Cybele - mother of Zeus
Poseidon
Hades

Polycarp [discipled by John bar-Zebedee]
69-155 AD refused to worship Caesar
“86 years have I served Him and He never 
did me wrong.  Can I now blaspheme 
my King and Savior?”

Rev. 2:8-11  Smyrna     Σμύρνα = myrrh
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And to the angel of the church in Smyrna [myrrh, death] write:
The first and the last - who was dead - and who has come to life, says this:

just as Jesus identified Himself in Rev. 1 [also Isaiah 41:4, 44:6, 48:12]

Magi at 1st Coming [gold, frankincense, myrrh]           Matt. 2:11
Jesus at 2nd Coming [gold, frankincense, NO myrrh] Isaiah 60:6
I know your earthly-physical tribulation and your poverty [but you are rich] and the
blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not but are a synagogue of Satan

Beginning of “Replacement Theology” – say they are Jews but are not

Interesting: Smyrna in poverty but RICH [later church #7 Laodicea is RICH but poor]
Greek has 2 words for poverty   penia = nothing extra [basics only]

ptocheia πτωχεία = nothing at all [beggar]

John 8:42-44  heard Jesus accused “we were not born of fornication – Abraham our father”
Jesus replied “you are of your father the devil”

Rev. 2:8-11  Smyrna
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And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
The first and the last - who was dead - and who has come to life, says this:

Do not fear what you are about to suffer - behold the devil is about to cast some of 
you into prison so that you will be tested and you will have tribulation for ten days
Be faithful until death and I will give you the crown of life
[Note: NO admonition of this church]

10 Days θλῖψις thlipsis = intense pressure, packed down
1. 67 AD Nero [Peter, Paul] 2. 93-96 Domitian [John exile]
3. 107 Trajan [Ignatius] 4. 155 Marcus Aurelius [Polycarp]
5. 203 Septimus Severus[Irenaeus] 6. 235 Maximinus Thrax [Hippolytus]
7. 250  Decius 8. 258 Valerian 
9. 273 Aurelian 10. 303 Diocletian

Rev. 2:8-11  Smyrna
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Be faithful until death and I will give you the crown of life
στέφανος ζωή stephanos zoa

stephanos zoa   James 1:12  Rev 2:10     reward for suffering
stephanos doxa   1st Peter 5:4 Glory - Chief Shepherd to shepherds of the flock
stephanos aphthartos 1st Corin. 9:25 Imperishable crown not like winner’s wreath
stephanos dikaiosyne 2nd Timothy 4:8 Righteousness to love His appearing
stephanos kauchesis 1st Thess. 2:19 Exultation saved souls when Jesus comes

He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches
He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death

Rev. 20:6     1st resurrection, no 2nd death
Born once, die twice vs. Born twice, die once

CHURCH HISTORY [Daniel 9:26 - Rev. 12:5]  Smyrna  Martyred-Persecuted Church
100-313 AD 

Rev. 2:8-11  Smyrna
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Revealing next session Monday 
January 31st

Revelation 2:12-29
Jesus’ letters to 

Pergamum  “where Satan’s throne is”  “Satan dwells”

Thyatira θυγάτηρα Θυάτειρα “daughter”

PDF notes - NewtonFIO.com


