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Daniel 7:1-28
4 Beasts - The Ancient of Days - The Son of Man

“Times of the Gentiles” 
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CAN only understand Revelation if you understand Daniel

Iron mixed with clay
‘still future’

7th - 6th Centuries BC 

6th - 5th Centuries BC 

4th - 2nd Centuries BC 

2nd BC - 5th AD 



Daniel 7:1-6 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon [between Chapters 4 and 5]
I, Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed then he wrote the dream
down and this summary of it

Remember Naboplassar’s son Nebuchadnezzar son-in-law Nabonidus son Belshazzar
Nabonidus abroad near Arabia and Sinai peninsula - Belshazzar in Babylon

handwriting on the wall

Prophetically “Times of the Gentiles” Luke 21:24 Jerusalem trampled until then

“Times” of Gentiles still going on now – started with Babylonian captivity
Babylon-MedoPersia-Greece-Rome . . . Diaspora

“Fullness” of Gentiles future completion of Gentile world - then 70th Shabua for Israel
God’s plan for His nation

First 3 Beasts



Daniel 7:1-6 “I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 
ruach = winds or spirits

wind-spirit God using aggelos within human history-events
Jeremiah 23:19 the ruach of the Lord, the swirling tempest
Jeremiah 49:36 the four ruach brought upon Elom from heaven
Jeremiah 51:1 the ruach of a destroyer used against Babylon and Leb-Kamai
Revelation 7:1ff aggelos holding back four ruach
Zechariah 6:5 the four ruach of heaven who stand before the Lord of Earth 
Zechariah 7:14 Lord scatters His people with ruach into nations they don’t know

this same ruach wind-spirit is stirring up the Great Sea - and 4 great beasts
were coming up from the sea different from one another
NOTE: Great Sea is always meaning the Mediterranean . . . by extension that “world”

Numbers 34:6    Ezekiel 47:10    Joshua 1, 9, 15, 23   Isaiah 8   Jeremiah 6
Rev. 13 beast comes out from the Sea      17:1, 15  the harlot sits on the Sea

First 3 Beasts



The World
at time of
Daniel

Black Sea

Mediterranean
Great Sea

Red Sea

Persian
Gulf



Daniel 7:1-6                 these 4 depict 4 kingdoms [see later in verse 17]
The First was like a Lion and had the wings of an Eagle - as I kept looking its wings

were plucked [Nebuchadnezzar] then it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand
on 2 feet like a man and a human mind also was given to it  [a “new heart/mind given to him”]

First 3 Beasts

British Museum
Babylon’s famous winged lions have lion body with 

large eagle-feathered wings
and a human head

Jeremiah 4:7 lion
also 48  49  50

Ezekiel 17:3-4 eagle plucked
Habakkuk 1:8 



Daniel 7:1-6                 these 4 depict 4 kingdoms [see later in verse 17]
Another beast, a Second one, resembling a Bear - it was raised up on one side, and 3 ribs
were in its mouth between its teeth, and they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’

Not the formal-kingly-ruling lion . . . 
but lumbering-large-massive-crushing

“raised on one side” = not symmetrical 
[Media smaller overwhelmed by Persia 550 BC]

Isaiah 13:17-22 Babylon falls to the Medes 
[they kill Belshazzar]

3 ribs = Medes defeat: 1] Egypt 2] Babylon 3] Lydia

First 3 Beasts



Daniel 7:1-6

I kept looking, and behold, another one [Third] like a leopard, which had on its back 4 wings
of a bird - this beast also had 4 heads - and dominion was given to it
Greece conquered/spring upon prey quickly

4 wings 4 heads = 4 generals
- Ptolemy [Arabia Egypt Palestine]
- Seleucus [Babylon and Syria to India]
- Cassander [Greece and Macedonia]
- Lysimachus [Bithynia Thrace Asia]

First 3 Beasts



Daniel 7:7-8 
I kept looking in the night visions - behold a 4th beast dreadful and terrifying and 

extremely strong with large iron teeth - it consumed “pulverized to powder” and trampled down
the remainder [prior 3 beasts] with its feet - different from all beasts before it - it had 10 horns

NOTE: No ‘animal’ comparative-imagery  Iron back to Daniel 2:40-43 statue dream
Rome trampled all other peoples-cultures under its identity [also verse-19]
Rome definitely unique from prior Empires    
10 horns ARE 10 kings verse-24    

While I was contemplating the 10 horns Rev. 13:1-2  ten horns and like leopard-bear-lion
behold another horn [an 11th] a little one came up among them - and 3 of the first 10 horns
were pulled out by the roots before it and behold - this [11th] horn possessed 
eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts  [this is a person]

verse 11 boastful words
Rev. 13:5-6 speak arrogant words, blasphemies against God 

The 4th Beast



Daniel 7:7-8 
the 10 horns Rev. 13:1-2  ten horns and like leopard-bear-lion
11th horn 3 of first 10 horns pulled out by the roots before it
he possessed eyes of a man and mouth uttering great boasts 

Matthew 24:15 ultimate BOASTFUL ARROGANCE  Abomination of Desolation
Rev. 13:5-6 speak arrogant words, blasphemies against God 

2nd Thess. 2:3-4  man of lawlessness [antichrist] opposes and exalts himself above
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
naos [Holy place] of God - presenting himself as being God

Antiochus IV is foreshadow of this [we will see this in more detail in Daniel 8]
He is clearly one of the 4 Greek “heads” of the 3rd Beast

The 4th Beast



Dreadful, Strong
Terrifying, Iron Teeth

Still-Future from 2023
after the Church removed

2nd Thess. 2:6-8



Daniel 7:9-12 I kept looking until thrones were set up and the Ancient of Days
Rev. 4:6, 11:16 24 elders on thrones around God’s Throne

This is God the Father!! Ruling in Heaven from His throne of Majesty
Same “Ancient of Days” at-teek yom “start of days” in verses 13 and 22
took His seat His vesture was like white snow - the hair of His head like pure wool 
His throne was ablaze with flames its Wheels were a burning fire 

Deut. 4:24, 9:3 God is a consuming fire    Ezekiel 10:10-13 Wheel within a “whirling Wheels”
Heb. 12:29 our God is a consuming fire 

a river of fire was flowing - and coming out from before Him thousands upon thousands
were attending Him - and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him 

Rev. 5:11    7:9  great multitude no one count count standing before Throne

the court sat and the books were opened 
Rev. 20:12 the dead small and great standing before God and the books were opened
Romans 2:6 all will be judged [have rendered to them] according to their deeds
Heb. 4:12-13 God will judge thoughts and intentions of the heart

“Ancient of Days”



Daniel 7:9-12 I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn
was speaking - I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body was destroyed and 
given to the burning fire
Rev. 19:20 beast thrown alive into G’henna = lake of burning fire
This concludes “Time of Gentiles”
As for the rest of the beasts - their dominion was taken away but an extension of life was 
granted to them for an appointed period of time “prolonged for a season into next reign”

Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece conquered each other in succession
4th beast not defeated by subsequent empire, but by God’s intervention

Rev. 11:15 the kingdom of the world has become Kingdom of our Lord
19:14-15 armies of heaven, sharp sword from Jesus’ mouth, rod of iron

“Ancient of Days”



Daniel 7:13-14 I kept looking in the night visions and behold - with the clouds of heaven
This is Jesus Matt. 17:5  24:30 Son of Man coming in the clouds

Rev. 1:7 He is coming in the clouds and every eye will see Him

then One like a Son of Man was coming - He came up to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before Him and to Him was given 1] dominion 2] glory and a 3] kingdom
that all the peoples, nations, men of every language might serve Him - His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away - His kingdom will not be destroyed

verse 27   His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom
Daniel prophesies “Son of Man” - Jesus uses this title 500 years later in His earthly ministry

Mark 8:31 the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected
John 1:51 you will see heaven open, angels ascending and descending with Son of Man

3:14 Moses lifted serpent in wilderness so too Son of Man must be lifted up
Luke 6:5 the Son of Man is the Lord of shabbat

9:58 the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head
Matt. 17 + 24

“Son of Man”



Daniel 7:15-22 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me
same as Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 2:1 troubled spirit within him

Daniel 4:5 dream made me fearful and kept alarming me
and the visions in my mind kept alarming me - so I approached one of those who were 
standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this 
Daniel previously gifted to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams [statue + tree]

but this time he needs someone to interpret for him

so he told me and made known to me the interpretation:
These great beasts, which are 4 in number, are 4 kings who will arise from the earth
but the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom
forever - for ALL ages to come
saints kad-deesh = holy ones       verse 25 these are Jewish believers in 70th shabua 
When “Times of Gentiles” concludes, God finishes promises to Jews/Israel

2nd Sam. 7:16 established forever

Interpret this Vision



Daniel 7:15-22.                     Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the 4th beast
[infers Daniel understood the first 3 beasts – this one’s unique]

which was different from all the others exceedingly dreadful
with teeth of iron and claws of bronze - which devoured, crushed, and trampled down
the remainder with its feet - and the meaning of the 10 horns that were on its head and 
the other [11th] horn which came up before which three of them fell, namely, that horn
which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts [Daniel knew this prior verse-8] 
which was larger in appearance than its associates - I kept looking and that [11th] horn

was waging war with the saints and overpowering them [remnant Jews]

Rev. 13:7 antichrist makes war with the saints and overcomes them [remnant Jews]
Zech. 13:8-9  two-thirds cut off and perish, but one-third will remain

Matt. 16:18 the gates of Hades will never overcome the church
until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the 
Highest One - and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom

Interpret this Vision



Daniel 7:23-28 Then he said to me: the 4th beast will be a fourth kingdom on earth 
different from ALL the other kingdoms - devouring the whole earth - tread it down - crush it
as for the 10 horns - out of this kingdom 10 kings will arise and another will arise after them

Rev. 17:12 ten horns are ten kings that will ally with the 11th horn antichrist

he 11th will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings - he will:
1] speak out against the Most High Rev. 13:6
2] wear down saints of the Highest One   Rev. 13:7
3] intend to make alterations in times and in law   [changes God’s time + law]

הָנשְׁ shenhaw = unilateral changes  while appearing as ”friend of Israel”
his intentions will win some over – his follow-thru will expose his evil

they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time = 3 ½ years [1,260 days]
Rev. 11:2   12:6  13:5  this very same time period

even as 2 Witnesses preach while the world says, “Peace Peace” Jer. 6:14 8:11  Micah 3:5
1st Thess. 5:1 when they say “peace and safety” then destruction comes Ezek. 13:10, 16 

Interpret this Vision



Daniel 7:23-28.        but the court will sit for [his] judgment and 
his dominion will be taken away, annihilated, destroyed forever

Rev. 19:20 antichrist and false prophet thrown down into G’henna
2nd Thess. 2:8 the lawless one the Lord will destroy by the Word of His mouth

Then the sovereignty, dominion, and greatness of ALL the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be
given to the people of the saints of the Highest One His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom

Daniel 7:11 Jesus will then rule + reign     6:26 His dominion will be forever
4:34 everlasting dominion endures from generation to generation

Rev. 11:15 kingdom of this world has become kingdom of the Lord and His Christ
and He will reign forever and ever Isaiah 65 Millennium and following

and all the dominions will serve and obey Him!  [the last words spoken by Gabriel to Daniel]
It was at this point the revelation ended.  [now Daniel speaks] “As for me Daniel - my thoughts

were greatly alarming, my face grew pale - but I kept the matter to myself”
Daniel is exhausted, wrung-out, shocked, sobered up . . . a LOT to take in + process
NOTE: end of Aramaic [Gentiles] next Chapter-8 switches back to Hebrew

Interpret this Vision



Revelation 13:1-10. the dragon [Satan-Lucifer] stood on the sand of the shore of the Sea

then I saw a beast coming up out of the Sea having 10 horns and seven heads - on his horns
were ten diadems [crowns] on his heads were blasphemous names - the beast I saw was like a 
leopard, feet like a bear, mouth of a lion [Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece were foreshadows]

The dragon gave him his power, throne, great authority - I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain
but his fatal wound was healed so the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast
they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast – and they worshiped the beast
saying, “Who is like the beast, who is able to wage war with him?” His mouth speaks arrogant words 
and blasphemies - with authority to act for 42 months - he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God
to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  He made war with the
saints and overcame them, and authority over every tribe people tongue nation was given to him

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name is not written from the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. If anyone has an ear
let him hear - anyone destined for captivity, to captivity he goes - if anyone kills with the sword
with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints

Daniel + John . . . . Sound Familiar?



Daniel an exiled Jew visited by Gabriel with information about the future

John an exiled Jew visited by Gabriel with information about the future

Daniel + John  bar-Zebedee

530 BC         445                                 32 AD       92                                1948                   ?

Daniel          decree                             Jesus       John                              Israel                70th Shabua
to Nehemiah                      enters     on Patmos                   a nation               God’s plan

Jerusalem again                  completed

69 Shabua



Daniel 8:1-27       
The Ram - The Goat - the “Little Horn” 

Next Monday April 11th 6:30pm

Figure It Out


