
ἀπολογία

Summer Series in Apologetics
                                     with Dr. Dave Newton
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Monday July 31st 



ἀπολογία
Acts 17:22-34

Saul of Tarsus had
Dialogue with Skeptics



ἀπολογία

What is Apologetics?    
                 ἀπολογία = verbal defense     reasoned argument for the
     λόγος  περί      ἐλπίς = logos  peri elpis 
              word    regarding  expectation within you
                      1st Peter 3:15



Logical Segue Session-7 to Session-8  
 Evidence For An Historical 1st Century AD Jesus from Nazareth
  Jesus executed on a cross, dead, buried, and resurrected

   The BIG Question for this Evening:  
  How then does this Loving All-Powerful God Allow
               Pain - Suffering - Death in His Creation?

  “Theodicy” vindication of God’s goodness and providence
   in view of the existence of EVIL in the world
  the Theodicy problem



PREP 

The Problem of Pain [“Atheism’s most potent weapon against Christian faith”]      
- HOW does one reconcile the All-Loving
Benevolent Creator of the Universe with 
the obvious EVIL exhibited in the world?

- HOW does one consider/think about such
a God without innate/inherent functional
capability to utilize Logic and Reason?

- SUCH higher-order reflection is then the
basis for Morality that grasps Good and Evil

- HOW could have God done His creation? is then
mankind applying human choice to Creator-God 



PREP 

Why Does God Allow It?      
- WHY does All-Loving Benevolent Creator of the 
Universe allow malaria, cancer, ALS, dementia? 

- CAN the All-Loving Creator be both Good and Evil?

- CAN anyone of supreme wisdom and infinite
goodness also be vindictive and evil, planning all
sorts of plagues and tortures for His creation?

- WHY did God not simply extinguish evil from
His created order? 



PREP 

Trials in Earthly Life?      
James 1:2 Consider it all joy my brethren when you 
      encounter various trials, knowing that the testing 
      of your faith produces endurance - let endurance 
      have its perfect result that you may be perfect 
      and complete, lacking in nothing

1st Peter 1:6  now for a little while if necessary you have
          been distressed by various trials

John 16:33  in this world you will have tribulation but 
        take courage because I have overcome the world 



EVIL 
Starting Point     Is There Such a Thing as ‘Evil’ in the World?
    Skeptic: How does this all-loving God coexist with Evil?  Did He create Evil?
        Definitely NOT
     Everything Rests on HOW God Created Mankind
  - Not Automaton-Robots
  - Free-Will ‘Persons’      Genesis 1:26   Let US make man in OUR image
     Genesis 3:8  Jehovah face-to-face in Eden
   - Personality
   - Creativity
   - Emotion
   - Thoughts/Inquiry/Logic/Higher-Order Reasoning/Rationality
   - Independent Choice



EVIL 
Basics on GOD
    God is wholly GOOD - He did not create EVIL
 His inherent nature is always good – the innate FRUIT of His Spirit is
 Love  Joy  Peace  Patience  Kindness  Goodness  Faithfulness  Gentleness   Self-Control

     There is NO shadow of turning, NO variance of any kind with God’s nature 
 He is the same yesterday, today, and forever   No capacity for EVIL

     God does not Tempt, Trick, Persuade, Manipulate
 James 1:13 no one can say “I am being tempted by God” for God cannot Himself be
        tempted and He DOES NOT tempt anyone ever
              v-14  each of us tempted when we are carried away by OUR OWN lust
 v-15  when lust is conceived it gives birth to sin, when sin is accomplished it brings death



SIN 
Basics on Sin
     1st John 2:16 lust of flesh - lust of eyes - boastful pride of life NOT from GOD but from world

     Evil is by definition “that which is Against the Nature of God”
     Evil-Sin rooted in ONE thing   Disobedience  =  Actions, Thoughts, Words against God’s Word 

     Sin is by definition  “missing the mark”
    Created beings attempting to be like God will ALWAYS fall short

      Romans 3:23  ALL mankind “misses the mark” and “falls short” of the glory of GOD
      the creature CANNOT aspire to be on par with the Creator
      Romans 1:21-32 even though mankind knew GOD they did not honor GOD and give thanks
           became futile in speculations - their foolish heart was darkened - professing
           to be wise became fools, exchanged glory of incorruptible GOD for images of
          corruptible man and animals, so GOD allowed them to do so - exchanged
          truth of GOD for a lie, worship and serve creation rather than CREATOR



SIN 
Origins for Mankind
    All-loving benevolent God created heavens, earth, and mankind unique in nature
 Incredible-Amazing design, beauty, function, form, purpose, intention  All GOOD

     Men and women created with innate-inherent FREE WILL to love God in return
 Not pre-programmed robots [that is not love] “Let US make man in OUR image”

     Men and women created with Logic, Higher-Order Reasoning, Critical-Thinking, Morality
 Unique and separate from animal kingdom  “Let US make man in OUR image”
 2nd Peter 2:12   unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct to be captured or killed
 James 3:7  every type of animal is has been tamed by humans

      Decision to reject God and God’s Word originates 100% with mankind’s FREE WILL
 It does not originate with God  



SIN 
Origins of Sin [Disobedience]
    Created archangel had Free-Will
            Ezekiel 28  you had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom, perfect in beauty
       you were in Eden the garden of GOD – every precious stone your covering
       gold and workmanship of your settings and sockets on the day You Were Created
       you were the anointed cherub who covers, I placed you on the holy mountain of
       GOD, you walked among the stones of fire, you were blameless in all your ways
       from the day You Were Created until unrighteousness was found in you
      by abundance of your duties you were internally filled with violence and sinned
      so I have cast you as profane from the mountain of GOD and destroyed you
      “O covering cherub” – your heart was lifted up because of your beauty, you
       corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor, I cast you to the Earth



SIN 
Origins of Sin [Disobedience] continued . . . .
    Created archangel also with Free-Will
            Isaiah 14   even you have been made weak like Earthly rulers, you are now like us
     your pomp and music of your harps has been thrust down to Sheol
     how you have fallen from heaven O “star of the morning, son of the dawn”
     you have been cut all the way down to Earth, because you said in your heart:
          “I WILL: 1- ascend to heaven.  2- raise my throne above the angels of GOD”
           3- sit on the mount of assembly in the northernmost summit” 4- ascend above the
           heights of the Earth”  5- make myself like the Most High God”
 Rev. 12:4   one third of heavenly stars/angels followed this disobedience

       Same deception to Eve      Genesis 3:5  you will be like GOD
          v-6 the man Adam chose to also disobey alongside Eve
                Matt. 4 same offer to fully human Jesus



REVIEW
First-Stage Summary
    - ALL powerful inherently ALL loving benevolent Designer-Creator GOD makes
 mankind unique from all creation “in OUR image” with full capacity for love and
 relationship because of ability to make independent FREE-WILL choices thru
 Logic, Reason, Critical-thinking, Higher-Order Rational Decision-Making

      - Designer-Creator GOD is inherently, entirely, always GOOD with unconditional LOVE
 Everything He does is GOOD - He is incapable of malice, variation, Evil, tempting

      - Sin is Disobedience  Any thought or action contrary to God’s Word

      - Disobedience first occurred within the ranks of God’s created stars/angels
 Beautiful created archangel coveted GOD’s position for himself
 SIN entered the created heavenly realm and created earthly realm
 SIN later entered nature of mankind



Theodicy 
BIG Question  Skeptic: WHY did GOD allow this? 

 PROBLEM We want to conform/fit GOD into our way of thinking

GOD being outside physical realm of time/space is omniscient and knows end from beginning
 He already knew beforehand Lucifer would disobey
 He already knew beforehand mankind would disobey

BIG Question  Skeptic: WHY did GOD go ahead with His creation? 

 PROBLEM We again want to conform/fit GOD into our way of thinking

GOD being all-loving benevolent KNEW there is only one way to do His creation



Option-1 GOD creates mankind “in OUR image” but doesn’t know how it will go
  He would not be GOD if not omniscient             

Option-2 GOD creates mankind without Free-Will  Guaranteed compliance
  People auto-programmed for only obeying   NO freedom to choose
  NO free thinking  NO rational logic   NO higher-order reasoning     
  Cannot be true mutual LOVE relationship          NO pain, suffering, death  

Option-3 GOD creates mankind “in OUR image” and KNOWS how it will go
  so God foregoes creation, not worth it, why bother if it’s going to go bad?  

What If? 

X

X

X



Option-4 GOD creates mankind “in OUR image” and KNOWS how it will go
   True mutual LOVE relationship but GOD zaps away all negative 
       Completely contradicts God’s infinite LOVE and extending KINDNESS

Option-5 GOD creates mankind “in OUR image” and KNOWS how it will go
  There can be true mutual LOVE relationship     Allows pain, suffering, death
  Even with fallen-corrupted world, GOD provides a remedy for restoration 

What If? 

X

✓



EVIL 

Example-1   Dr. Wilder-Smith
       Cathedral of Cologne

Incredible Architectural Design
Precision Workers’ Craftsmanship
Beautiful Details Throughout
Awe-Inspiring Acoustics

All Beauty Credited to the Creator-Team



EVIL 

Example-1   Dr. Wilder-Smith
Cathedral of Cologne - WWII

Tragic Devastation from Aerial Bombings

Not the Responsibility of Creator-Team
Not the fault of Architects or Builders



EVIL 
Example-1   Dr. Wilder-Smith
So too, the Creation all around us Exhibits Testimony to the Designer-Creator
        Romans 1:18-32  God’s attributes, power, nature ALL clearly seen in what He created
             mankind is then without excuse

“Obviously no one accuses the Architects of producing a ruin”
“It is actually easy to distinguish between the Original and Ruined”
“Creation today a mixed picture of Order - Chaos, Beauty - Ugliness, Love - Hate”

“Although bombed-out cathedral displays both Perfection and Ruin, Order and Chaos, 
 it’s extremely illogical to conclude there could not have been an Intelligent
 Inventive Mind behind it all – or that even among the devastation one could 
 not easily recognize characteristics of the Designer-Creator’s mind” 



EVIL 
Example-1   Dr. Wilder-Smith
Romans 1:21 the one who sees God in the glorious creation but chooses to not praise Him and
                           thank Him for it - that person’s thoughts become vain, and his imprudent heart
              becomes darkened 
             People then become indifferent toward reason and morality!
             Mankind’s Logic should result in Thanks  Praise  Worship . . . or it perishes

The architects and craftsmen of Cologne Cathedral are now DEAD
         They could not have prevented the devastation that occurred

In Contrast, God is not dead – so WHY did the God of love allow it to happen?
    Let’s Review Options Again . . . . 



GOD doesn’t know how it will go
Completely untenable because GOD would not be omniscient

OPTION 1 



GOD creates automatons . . . Pre-programmed robots

Mankind would NOT be “in OUR image”
More like 2-dimensional animal kingdom [ONLY soma + psuche]
2nd Peter 2:12   unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct to be captured or killed
James 3:7  every type of animal has been tamed by humans

OPTION 2 



GOD skips mankind creation altogether    WHY bother?

Planet filled with 2-dimensional animals acting on built-in instinct
 2nd Peter 2:12 James 3:7

With ONLY soma + psuche there is NO spiritual [pneuma] relationship
             NO critical thinking
             NO higher-order rationales
             NO logic
             NO morality

OPTION 3 



GOD simply ZAPS [removes] anything negative

Lewis people don’t want a good inherently loving God, but rather a
      "senile benevolence who likes to see all the young people enjoying themselves”

Huge problem with instant-eradication: All-Loving GOD truly does Love
 those created “in OUR image” so His kindness would absolutely
 continually extend the offer of restoration to EVERYONE! 
 2nd Peter 3:9  GOD is patient and longsuffering, not willing that ANY should perish
 John 3:16  GOD loves the world so much He gave His Son so ANYONE can be redeemed

OPTION 4 



GOD creates mankind “in OUR image” and KNOWS of eventual SIN
 FREE-WILL means There can be true mutual LOVE relationship     
 However, GOD allows pain, suffering, death
 Even with fallen-corrupted world, GOD provides a remedy for restoration

 Those restored also do so thru FREE-WILL choice/decision to accept remedy
 They FULLY appreciate the unconditional LOVE of GOD
               and the incredible KINDNESS of GOD

 GOD’s created men and women “in OUR image” have true relationship with GOD

OPTION 5 



Example-2   Dr. Wilder-Smith
    Free Will  Relationship  and  Love

NO person can fully understand and appreciate God’s infinite LOVE [unique from kindness]
    God has illustrated His infinite love thru Example of Finite Human Love
    Marriage relationship a “Type” of Christ the Groom and Church His Bride

Courting-to-Marriage cannot be coerced        Cannot be forced upon another.
                                            Cannot be one-sided   Free-Will Choice is ONLY true love
God Loves without constraint       He is inherently love       
            Genesis 1:26  Created man in His very own image
Humans created with Free-Will to love God 
                      ONLY Free-Will allows for true virtue, love, mutual relationship

CHOICE 



Example-2   Dr. Wilder-Smith
    Free Will  Relationship  and  Love

BUT inherent RISK in creating mankind in “OUR” image with true capacity to LOVE
             God can do everything to demonstrate His love to those created in His image, 
             but ONLY true relationship and love can occur in mankind IF it is a Free-Will choice
             Such choice is by definition a huge RISK  

             “The person who has not considered this aspect of love wants God to turn into a
  dictator who will use force to forbid any evil that exists - but if God did this, 
  He would at the same time destroy all possibility of true love in His world”

Consider this 3rd Example . . . 

CHOICE 



CHOICE 
Example-3   Dr. Wilder-Smith
    Benevolence  Generosity   and   Taxes

Poor man begs for money to buy food – My giving him money is something ‘good’
           When I am taxed to provide assistance for the poor - My giving is of DUTY

First manner is FREE-WILL
Second manner is required compliance [like it or not]

 Example 4 [Newton]  “Give your Aunt Maddie a hug”
              Nephew has ZERO interest in doing this
              Entirely 100% against his free-will
              Q? Does the hug have any meaning?



WHY Does God Allow Trials in Our Lives?
Lewis states very plainly people do not want a benevolent inherently good God and Father 
   but rather a "senile benevolence who likes to see the young people enjoying themselves”

    Love is not the same as Kindness [they’re entirely separate in Galatians 5 “fruit”]
  LOVE is unconditional acceptance . . . . . stand-alone concept
  KINDNESS is extended to another based upon/due to LOVE
             is inherently a response to evil, pain, suffering, death

     God does not create evil, sin, disobedience    By definition evil/sin is choice to disobey

 Monism   God is single source and it’s people who decided what is Good and EVIL
 Dualism  God has an equal-opposite independent power who creates EVIL 

TRIALS 



TRIALS 
WHY Does God Allow Trials in Our Lives?

Naturalist Worldview should have NO problem with pain suffering death because these are ALL 
            expected regular normal processes/outcomes of a random purposeless 
     unintentional accidental world that ‘just happened’ 
     Evolutionary survival of fittest – We’re all competing on food-chain

     NO Morality Logic Higher-Order Critical-Thinking. Reasoning
     Unintentional life ceases – body to tomb/grave and That's it!!
     40 or 50 or 80 years earthly life is all there is!

WHY is the Naturalist Concerned With This?
 That “thinking” [rational, reason, analysis, logic, morality] is inherent in him/her
 There really is NO logical reason for Naturalist to care about this topic!



WHY Does God Allow Trials in Our Lives?

Clearly intertwined with FREE-WILL  created “in OUR image”
   - Animal kingdom: soma + psuche [body and consciousness]
      but NO capacity for logic, critical thinking, higher-order reasoning, morality
      actions are based upon pre-programmed ‘instinct’

   - Mankind: soma + psuche + pneuma [body consciousness Spirit]
      entirely unique within creation    Functional FREE-WILL indivisible from:
   Logic   Critical-thinking   Rational-thought processes
   Higher-order reasoning    Morality [understand GOOD + EVIL]

TRIALS 



WHY Does God Allow Trials in Our Lives?       Rational - Logic - Reasoning

- Clearly recognize our sin and address it  Heb. 12:5-9    1st Peter 2:20
 - Produce-Exhibit-Demonstrate FRUIT  James 1:3    Heb. 10:36
 - GOD glorifies Himself thru us   John 9:1-3  11:1-4
 - Expand Reach of our ministry   2nd Corinth. 1:3-7
 - Conformed into His image even more  Philippians 3:10
 - Silences the Enemy of our soul   Job 1:9-12   2:3-7
 - See within how much we Love + Trust GOD Genesis 22 

- Strengthens our faith / Trust Him more  1st Peter 5:10 

TRIALS 



Theodicy Examples:
Job 1:8 Have you considered my servant Job?             GOD allows Lucifer strict parameters

Luke 22:31 Simon bar Jonah, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat?
         “you” is plural - Satan’s interest is ‘shaking/challenging’ the faith of all disciples

John 9:2  Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he’s born blind?
     Jesus quickly-directly clears this up: “It was neither him or his parents”
       “It was so the works of God could be shown in him”

James 5:14  Anyone sick? have elders pray over that person anointing with oil in name of the Lord
        Prayer in faith restores that person, Lord raises him up, any sins committed are forgiven
  Segue into Session-9   Miracles

CASES 



WARNING 
WHAT of the ‘Word of Faith’ movement?    a.k.a. ‘Prosperity Doctrine’

Christians NEVER have sickness, pain, suffering . . .  ALWAYS HEALED!
 Believers have same Divine Nature as God the Creator so men/women can do
 everything God does - IF they have enough faith - Evidences of faith sufficiency

 “Faith” is a spiritual force.  Holy Spirit is a divisible force
 Words are powerful ‘jars’ in which to place that force
 GOD speaks directly to leaders who possess this extraordinary faith
  Christian Science Science of the Mind         Bethel-IHOP-Streams . . . 

GOD doesn’t want you to be ill . . . 
 - Healing Rooms Specific LOCATION where healing takes place
 - Healers  Specific PERSONS who always heal
 - Healing Hankies CLOTHS given/mailed to donors
 - Healing Oil, Water VIALS given/mailed to donors



Evil   Pain   Suffering  Death 
Clive Staples Lewis The Problem of Pain [1940]
A.E. Wilder-Smith Why Does God Allow It? [1983, 1990]
 John McArthur The Power of Suffering [2011]
Charles Spurgeon Spurgeon on Suffering [2021]
The Berean Call What the Bible Says About the Problem of Evil [Nov. 17, 2022] 

Gerald Peterman
 and Andrew Schmutzer    Between Pain and Grace: Biblical Theology of Suffering [2016]

Betsey Burnham When Your Friend Is Dying [1983]
Thomas Long  What Shall We Say? Evil, Suffering, And Crisis of Faith [2014]
Book of Job   New American Standard translation of the Bible



ἀπολογία

Summer Series in Apologetics
                                     with Dr. Dave Newton

NEXT STUDY - Monday August 7th 

     Logical Segue         Session-8 to Session-9
 Can there really be Miracles? 
  Don’t miracles violate the basic principles of natural law?


